ATTACHMENT B 
Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1-24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) The computerized system of claim-429, wherein the particular 
event includes positioning of the user-controllable pointer within the graphical user interface 
relative to the at least one display. 

26. (Currently Amended) The computerized system of claim-l 29,wherein the 
particular event comprises selection of a particular display in conjunction with a user- 
controllable pointer within the graphical user interface. 

27. (Currently Amended) The computerized system of clairrM- 29, further comprising: 
a processor; and, 

a computer-readable medium, 

wherein the at least one computer program is executed from the computer-readable 
medium by the processor, and the operating environment is provided from the computer- 
readable medium by the processor. 

28. (Original) The computer of claim 27, wherein the computer-readable medium 
comprises a memory. 

29. (Original) A computer-readable medium for a computer having an executable program 
stored thereon comprising: 

means for causing the computer to perform a particular functionality; and, 
means for providing a plurality of controls for use with the particular functionality and 
displayable within a graphical user interface, the plurality of controls having a first 
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configuration in which at least one of the controls is opaque, and a second configuration in 
which at least one 

of the control are at least semi-transparent, 

such that occurrence of a particular event switches the plurality of controls between the 
first and the second configurations. 

30. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 29, wherein the particular event 
comprises particular positioning of a user-controllable pointer within the graphical user 
interface relative to at least one of the controls. 

31 . (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 29, wherein the particular event 
comprises selection of a particular control in conjunction with a user-controllable pointer 
within the graphical user interface. 

32. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 29, wherein the medium is a 
floppy disk. 

33. (Original) A computerized system comprising: 

an operating environment having a graphical user interface including a user- 
controllable pointer; 

at least one computer program, each computer program having a plurality of controls 
displayable within the graphical user interface, the plurality of controls having a first 
configuration in which at least one of the controls is opaque, and a second configuration in 
which at least one of the controls are at least semi-transparent, 

such that occurrence of a particular event switches the plurality of controls between the 
first and the second configurations. 

34. (Original) The computerized system of claim 33, wherein the particular event 
comprises particular positioning of the user-controllable pointer within the graphical user 
interface relative to at least one of the controls. 
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35. (Original) The computerized system of claim 33, wherein the particular event comprises 
selection of a particular control in conjunction with the user-controllable pointer within the 
graphical user interface. 

36. (Original) The computerized system of claim 33, wherein all of the controls are opaque 
within the first configuration of the plurality of the controls. 

37. (Original) The computerized system of claim 33, wherein the at least one of the 
controls within the second configuration of the plurality of the controls are completely 
transparent. 

38. (Original) A computer comprising: 
a processor; 

a computer-readable medium; 

an operating environment having a graphical user interface including a user- 
controllable pointer, the environment provided from the computer-readable medium by the 
processor; and, 

at least one computer program, each computer program executed from the computer 
readable medium by the processor and having a plurality of controls displayable within the 
graphical user interface, the plurality of controls having a first configuration in which at least 
one of the controls is opaque, and a second configuration in which at least one of the controls 
are at least semi-transparent, 

such that occurrence of a particular event switches the plurality of controls 
between the first and the second configurations. 

39. (Original) The computer of claim 38, wherein the particular event comprises particular 
positioning of the user-controllable pointer within the graphical user interface relative to at 
least one of the controls. 
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40. (Original) The computer of claim 38, wherein the particular event comprises selection of 
a particular control in conjunction with the user-controllable pointer within the graphical user 
interface. 

41 . (Original) The computer of claim 38, wherein the computer-readable medium 
comprises a memory. 

42. (Original) A computer program comprising: 

application code to cause a computer on which the program is running to perform a 
particular functionality; 

controls code to provide a plurality of controls for use with the particular functionality 
and displayable within a graphical user interface, the plurality of controls having a first 
configuration in which at least one of the controls is opaque, and a second configuration in 
which at least one of the controls are at least semi-transparent, 

such that occurrence of a particular event switches the plurality of controls between 
the first and the second configurations. 

43. (Original) The computer program of claim 42, wherein the particular event comprises 
particular positioning of a user-controllable pointer within the graphical user interface relative 
to at least one of the controls. 

44. (Original) The computer program of claim 42, wherein the particular event comprises 
selection of a particular control in conjunction with a user-controllable pointer within the 
graphical user interface. 

45. (Original) The computer program of claim 42, wherein the particular functionality of 
the application code comprises a virtual appliance mimicking a device external to the 
computer on which the computer program is running. 

46. (Original) A computerized control management system, comprising: 

a computer coupled to a graphic display and having a user-controllable pointer; 
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an application program operating on the computer; and 
a control element displayable on the display, wherein the application program is 
responsive to the control element, and further wherein the control element has two or more 
sets of display characteristics, wherein a first set of display characteristics is substantially 
opaque and a second set of display characteristics is substantially non-opaque and wherein 
the set of display characteristics displayed is a function of the distance between the control 
and the pointer. 

47. (Original) The computerized system of claim 46, wherein the application program is 
responsive to a plurality of controls wherein each control is a member of at least one group of 
controls and all controls in a group are operative at a predetermined point in the execution of 
the program and are displayed using a first set of display characteristics. 

48. (Original) The computerized system of claim 46, wherein the control element is 
displayed in a graphical user interface. 

49. (Original) The computerized system of claim 46, wherein the pointer is user- 
controllable in a graphical user interface. 

50. (Original) A computerized control management system, comprising: 

a computer coupled to a display and having a user-controllable pointer; an application 
program executable on the computer; 

a control element on the display, wherein the control element is defined by 
boundaries, 

wherein the application program is responsive to the control element, and further 
wherein the control element has two or more sets of display characteristics, wherein a first set 
of display characteristics is substantially opaque and a second set of display characteristics is 
substantially nonopaque and wherein the set of display characteristics changes when the 
pointer is within the boundaries of the control. 



claims listing 



51 . (Original) The computerized control management system of claim 50, having at least 
two groups of controls, wherein the group of controls that are operative are a function of the 
state of execution of the application program. 

52. (Original) The computerized control management system of claim 51 , wherein the 
controls in a group of controls have two or more sets of display characteristics, wherein the set 
of display characteristics for the controls in a group are a function of the distance between the 
pointer and a control in the group. 

53. (Original) The computerized control management system of claim 50, wherein a first 
set of display characteristics is substantially a first color and a second set of display 
characteristics is substantially a second color. 

54. (Original) The computerized control management system of claim 50, wherein a first 
set of display characteristics includes a contrasting boundary and the interior of the boundary 
is non-opaque. 

55. (Original) A method of managing controls wherein the controls affect the operation of 
an executable application program on a computer wherein the computer has a display, a 
graphical user input environment and a user-controlled pointer, the method comprising: 

displaying a user-controlled pointer on the computer display; 

executing an application program having at least one control wherein the application 
program is responsive to the control and wherein the control has a boundary and an interior 
and at least two sets of selectable display characteristics; and 

displaying a selected set of display characteristics for the control wherein the selected 
set of display characteristics is a function of the position of the pointer relative to the position of 
the control. 

56. (Original) The method of claim 55, wherein the application program has two or more 
groups of controls and further wherein displaying a selected set of display characteristics for 
the control includes displaying a selected set of display characteristics for a group of controls. 
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57. (Original) The method of claim 55, further including selecting a first set of display 
characteristics if the pointer is within the boundaries of a selected control and selecting a second 
set of display characteristics if the pointer is not within the boundaries of a selected control. 

58. (Original) A computer system, comprising: 
a computer; 

a display coupled to the computer and having a pointer wherein the position of the 
pointer is user-controllable; 

one or more application programs operating on the computer and responsive to the 
pointer; 

one or more groups of controls, wherein each group has one or more user-accessible 
control, wherein at least one application program is responsive to a user-accessible control, 
and the one or more groups of controls each has two or more display modes wherein each 
display mode is a set of display characteristics, and further wherein each control has a position 
and boundaries; and 

a control program, operating on the computer, for controlling the display mode of 
groups of controls. 

59. (Original) The computer system of claim 58, wherein the control program controls the 
display mode of the one or more groups of controls as a function of the distance between 
the pointer and a control. 

60. (Original) The computer system of claim 58, wherein the control program controls the 
display mode of the one or more groups of controls as a function of the state of an 
application program. 

61 . (Original) The computer system of claim 58, wherein the control program controls the 
display mode of the one or more groups of controls as a function of the occurrence of a 
predetermined event. 
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62. (Original) The computer system of claim 58, wherein the control program controls the 
display mode of the one or more groups of controls as a function of the position of the 
pointer relative to the position of a control. 

63. (Original) The computer system of claim 58, wherein the control program changes the 
display mode of the one or more groups of controls when the position of the pointer is within 
the boundaries of a control. 

64. (Original) The computer system of claim 58, wherein a display mode includes a set of 
display characteristics that are substantially opaque. 

65. (Original) A method for controlling a computer, the computer having a display and 
operating at least one application program responsive to a user-controlled pointer and 
responsive to actuation of at least one control selected from at least one set of controls, 
wherein at least one control has at least two modes of display wherein each mode includes a 
set of display characteristics, and each control has boundaries and a position, the method 
comprising: 

executing the application program; 

displaying one or more sets of controls as a function of the application program; 
comparing the position of the pointer with the position of at least one control; 
determining the state of at least one application program; and 
selecting the mode of at least one set of controls. 

66. (Original) The method of claim 65, wherein determining the state of at least one 
application program includes determining which controls are operative at the time of 
determination. 

67. (Original) A computer system, comprising: 

a graphical user interface having at least one control, the at least one control having at 
least one action and a variable opacity capable of changing in response to an event; 
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controls code to provide a plurality of control programs to display the graphical user 
interface, at least one of the plurality of control programs capable of displaying the at least one 
control and changing its opacity in response to the event; 

application code to provide a plurality of application programs, at least one of the 
application programs capable of performing the at least one action of the at least one control; 
and 

an operating environment to provide the application code and the controls code. 

68. (Original) The computer system of claim 67 wherein the variable opacity is opaque. 

69. (Original) The computer system of claim 67 wherein the variable opacity is 
transparent. 

70. (Original) The computer system of claim 67 wherein the variable opacity is semi- 
transparent. 

71 . (Original) The computer system of claim 70 wherein the at least one of the plurality of 
control programs is capable of using dithering to display the semi-transparent variable 
opacity of the at least one control. 

72. (Original) The computer system of claim 70 wherein the at least one of the plurality of 
control programs is capable of displaying only the edges of the at least one control to give an 
appearance of molded glass. 

73. (Original) The computer system of claim 70 wherein the at least one of the plurality of 
control programs is capable of using alpha-blending to display the semi-transparent variable 
opacity of the at least one control. 

74. (Original) The computer system of claim 67 wherein one of the plurality of application 
programs operates a video cassette recorder. 
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75. (Original) The computer system of claim 74 wherein one of the at least one control has 
a variable opacity of opaque and an action of play. 

76. (Original) The computer system of claim 75 wherein the event is selecting the play 
action and one of the plurality of control programs changes the variable opacity of the at least 
one control from opaque to transparent. 

77. (Original) The computer system of claim 76 wherein one of the at least one control has 
an action of pause and a variable opacity of semi-transparent and another of the at least one 
control has an action of stop and a variable opacity of semi-transparent. 
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